with Charles V, sought Prospero out to conduct him to his master's
presence.
His Majesty held him long enough in talk to give matter for
comment, lie spoke again of Procida and desired from Prospero
himself closer details than had yet been furnished him.
Of a boundless ambition, this monarch upon whose dominions the-*^
sun never set was imbu<?d with a chivalry very different from the
theatrical parade of chivalry of King Francis. Valorous himself, he
prized above all other qualities valour and daring when allied with
skill and judgment, for he was shrewdly aware of their value to himself.
It was the perception of just these qualities in Andrea Doria which
had awakened the Emperor's desire at ail costs to enlist the Genoese
seaman in his service. It was the perception of them in Prospero's feat
of arms at Procida, which in itself had so richly served the Imperial
ambition, that disposed him now so favourably towards the young
Genoese captain.
He questioned him closely on the number, character and equipment
of the Neapolitan galleys, and when he learnt the strength to which
since his appointment Prospero had brought the squadron, he gener-
ously expressed his wonder not only that so much should have been
done in so little time, but that his Neapolitan subjects should have been
able to provide so richly.
On this Prospero smiled. "They were not overtaxed, sire. Seven
of the twelve galleys are my own property, built, equipped and armed
at my own charges."
The brows of Majesty were raised. The eyes were a shade less
friendly. But d'Avalos, who made the third in this little group, aloof
from tiie assembled company, was quick to interpose. "My friend
Prospero follows, "like my Lord Duke of Mclfi, the custom of the
Italian condotticro/"
It was a timely reminder to check if not to extinguish Imperial
displeasure. "But with the Duke of Meifi we have an agreement,
definitely engaging his services and that of his galleys," came the
mumbling, stammering speech, rendered more indistinct than usual by
His Majesty's haste to express himself. "With yours, sir, we have none.
Yours is but an ordinary enlistment,"
"Pardon, sire. The engagement exists. His Highness of Orange
was careful to make it in Your Majesty's name. I am hired with my
galleys to serve you for a term of five years. My hope is to be continued
in Your Majesty's service for as long as F have a deck under my feet."
Majesty unbent. "It shall be my hope, too, sir, if Jteur service
continues as it has begun."
D'Avalos permitted himself again an interjection. "If Prospero's
counsel had been heeded at Ainalfi, the issue might have been very
different, despite the odds. Even as it was, it might have been different
if two captains had not played the coward."
Majesty desired more knowledge of this and was impressed when it
had been supplied, "I felicitated myself this morning upon numbering
you among my captains. I was not then aware of the extent of my good
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